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their exemplary service. As they are inducted 
into the John M. Langston Bar Association’s 
Hall of Fame, I am pleased to salute Mary, 
Terry, Elbert, and Sherrill for the contributions 
they have made which continue to enrich the 
judiciary and the Los Angeles community. Well 
done, my friends! 
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Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, it 
brings me great pleasure to pay tribute to a 
remarkable woman who has dedicated the 
better part of her life to an admirable career in 
public service. For over a half century, Flor-
ence Chandler has worked tirelessly for the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. During that 
time she continuously reinforced the notion 
that government and politics can be a noble 
endeavor. On the occasion of her retirement, 
I want to express my own personal congratu-
lations and thanks on a job well done. 

Like many patriotic American women during 
World War II, best characterized by the defiant 
Rosie the Riveter, Florence Chandler’s slogan 
has always been ‘‘We Can Do It!’’ From the 
Town Hall to the White House, Florence 
brought her trademark energy and enthusiasm 
to every challenge. She was a strong, resil-
ient, and sometimes singular voice for the 
people of Southbridge. For nearly a decade, I 
watched her place the town’s best interests 
before her own. She would lobby local, state 
and national officials for what she believed in. 
And she always earned respect and admira-
tion along the way. 

A new police station, daycare center and 
water treatment facility are part of the legacy 
she will leave behind. A stabilized tax rate and 
major school renovations have also been 
achieved during her tenure. But her finest hour 
was bringing the Department of Defense train-
ing facility to Southbridge. It is her signature 
accomplishment. Quite simply, without the 
charismatic leadership of Florence Chandler 
that exciting project and those new jobs would 
not be in this community. 

A town manager, an attorney, a friend, a 
sibling and a grandmother, Florence has been 
a success in life on many different levels. She 
is the rare individual who succeeded at bring-
ing the town of Southbridge to the attention of 
the President of the United States. For those 
who say it can’t be done, I would recommend 
spending a day with Saugus native Florence 
Chandler. Like Rosie the Riveter, she has 
shown that anything is possible. 
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Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Sister Harriet Hamilton for win-
ning the United Way’s Congresswoman Mary 
T. Norton Memorial Award. 

Initiated by the United Way of Hudson 
County in 1990, this award recognizes individ-
uals who exhibit a deep commitment to com-
munity service as exemplified by Congress-
woman Mary T. Norton during her 13 terms in 
the House of Representatives (1925–1950). A 
leader who championed thinking outside of the 
box, Congresswoman Norton advocated gov-
ernment action in areas, such as day care, fair 
employment practices, health care for vet-
erans, and the inclusion of women in high lev-
els of government service. 

Sister Harriet, a member of the Sisters of 
Saint Joseph and one of this year’s award re-
cipients, began her career serving Hudson 
County under the auspices of Catholic Com-
munity Services, providing counseling and 
support services to pregnant teens and their 
families. For the last 12 years, Sister Harriet 
has dedicated full-time service to the needs of 
multi-handicapped blind children at St. Jo-
seph’s School for the Blind. 

In addition, Sister Harriet is the executive di-
rector of the York Street Project in Jersey City, 
New Jersey. A nonprofit social service organi-
zation, the York Street Project provides transi-
tional housing, education, child care, and 
counseling to the homeless and economically- 
disadvantaged women and children of Hudson 
County. From the Project’s planning years in 
the early 1980’s Sister Harriet’s commitment, 
leadership, and faith have helped bring about 
positive change in the lives of hundreds of 
area residents. 

Sister Harriet was also proactive in the es-
tablishment of Kenmare High School, an alter-
native school offering a second chance for 
young women forced to drop out of high 
school, and founded The Nurturing Place, an 
Early Childhood Development Center for 
homeless and at-risk children. 

Born and raised in Newark, New Jersey, 
Sister Harriet is a well deserving recipient of 
the United Way’s Congresswoman Mary T. 
Norton Memorial Award. For the past 36 
years, she has dedicated her life to compas-
sionate service for others. I ask my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating Sister Harriet for 
all of her outstanding service to the community 
and for carrying on the work of Congress-
woman Mary T. Norton. 
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Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Friedman Bag Com-
pany for over 70 years of continuous operation 
in my congressional district and to highlight its 
leadership as a responsible corporate citizen. 

In 1927, four Russian immigrant brothers 
started a small bag manufacturing company in 
the heart of Los Angeles. Sam, Saul, Harry 
and Morris Friedman fled Imperial Russia with 
their family in search of freedom, settling tem-
porarily in Mexico until they were granted per-
mission to enter the United States. Over the 
years, Friedman Bag Company grew almost 
as quickly as the city around it. 

In many ways, the founding and growth of 
Friedman Bag Company personifies our na-
tion’s immigrant experience. The company 
was born from an immigrant family’s dream to 
provide their children with a better life. The 
Friedmans succeeded, eventually becoming 
one of the largest suppliers of textile and poly-
ethylene bags in the West. Their bags were 
primarily used for agriculture products such as 
Idaho potatoes, walnuts and other crops such 
as carrots and lettuce from the Central Valley 
of California. 

But like many manufacturing companies in 
the United States, fierce competition from 
lower cost producers, in countries like China, 
eventually threatened the survival of Friedman 
Bag Company. To endure, the company need-
ed to change and adapt to the new economy, 
and the successful effort was lead by two 
sons of the founding members. 

Friedman Bag Company desperately need-
ed to invest money in new equipment. Com-
pany workers were still sewing burlap and 
mesh bags by hand. Morale and sales were 
suffering. Having never taken on debt financ-
ing in its history, the company embarked on a 
somewhat radical and risky venture to make 
sure it could remain competitive. Working with 
a financial institution that recognized its spe-
cial history as a family business, and over-
coming internal and external challenges, 
Friedman Bag Company secured the re-
sources to continue its operations in the 33rd 
Congressional District. 

Friedman Bag Company also worked with 
the Mayor and City Council to consolidate op-
erations, ultimately bringing more jobs to Los 
Angeles. 

Today, Friedman Bag Company employs 
more than 250 people, with operations in 
Idaho, Washington and Oregon. The com-
pany’s morale has soared as its future pros-
pects have brightened. Friedman Bag Com-
pany is now firmly positioned so a third gen-
eration of the Friedman family can continue 
the dream started by their family’s ancestors. 

I am proud of Friedman Bag Company’s 
long tenure in southeast Los Angeles. Their 
efforts to modernize and adapt to an ever- 
changing economy in order to stay competitive 
are to be commended. Many men and women 
in my congressional district have worked at 
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